
Conversation between Mr. Edward F. Harrigan, Vice President ofF. W. 
Woolworth Company, and Governor Hodges -- March 10, 1960 

Governor Hodges: You may be acquainted, you or President Kirkwood, that 
my assistant, Mr. Giles, went down to Atlanta a couple 
days ago and talked to your Mr. Purdy. 

Mr. Harrigan: Yes, I haven't heard from Mr. Purdy though. 

Governor Hodges: What I wanted to chat with you about and I don't know how much 
of this you can answer or want to answer and I am speaking not for quotation of 
either what you say or what I say. 

Mr. Harrigan: Right. 

Governor Hodges: If we decide we have to use your name at any time, we will 
try to tell you beforehand. 

Mr. Harrigan: Thank you. 

Governor: What I would like to know is right from the top as to what your policy 
is and is going to be so far as you know on this matter of the sit-in 
situations. To give you a little of our background, our Attorney 
General Seawell gave a public statement which all of your people 
saw and had on February 10, just a month ago today, giving the 
law which had been sustained by our own ~court, a trespass 
law, saying that any private owner had a right and intimated a 
duty to use it if he had a problem or if trouble might arise from 
it. But as I gather so far, and that includes the visit with Mr. 
Purdy, that Woolworths has refused to bring trespass charges. 

Mr. Harrigan: That is right. I am pretty sure that is his policy as a whole. He 
feels that those people are customers and while the local custom 
will not allow them to be served at the counters, nevertheless we 
do not want to do anything to them, as long as they are peaceful. 

Governor: 

Mr. Harrigan: 

Governor: 

Mr. Harrigan: 

Governor: 

Well, what is your alternative? We are just trying to be helpful. 
What is your alternative? 

Well, Governor, Mr. Purdy is hopeful that in these various cities 
that the local people will get together and bring up some solution 
to this. 

Mr. Harrigan, that is just a will-o'-the-wisp 

As you know, Governor, we didn't set the local customs down 
there and it would be presumptuous of us to try to change them. 
Is that correct? 

I wouldn't agree with that and I don't think I want to comment on it. 
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